Achieving Last Remedy in Place

Background:   As facilities have moved through the SuperFund process at NPL sites, most installations have chosen to address the “worst sites first.”  Now that the work at these high to medium risk sites has been completed, it is more difficult to find funding for the remaining lower risk areas that need to be addressed before the facility can achieve site closeout.  Installations that have substantially finished their cleanup work cannot get the proper credit for all the work that has been done at their sites and the sites remain on both EPA’s and DoD’s tracking system as incomplete or unfinished.

Status: Funding delays for lower risk sites have resulted in EPA’s inability to reach the construction completion milestone, a major step towards site closeout and ultimately deletion from the NPL.   In some cases, EPA is working with the installations to look into the possibility of partial deletions but this may not always be feasible (i.e., cleanup goals may not have been met).  

Impact:  

- Achievement of the construction completion milestone, or LRIP, should be a priority.

- Do not rely solely on the risk model to make funding decisions at sites that have been undergoing cleanup for many years.  Provide the funding to complete remaining work that may be designated as “low risk” if it means that construction completion can be achieved.
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