Arbitrary Ecological Risk Direction Given Out By Regulators

Background:  Edwards AFB hired the USGS and University of California at Davis to prepare their base-wide ecological risk assessment.  The base normally works with all stakeholders in a collaborative effort to achieve consensus over all of the proposed investigation activities.  However, in over 18 months of meetings with US EPA, DTSC, Cal Fish and Game, and US Fish and Wildlife Service the base was unable to get consensus on the work plan.  The same ecological risk assessors came to each meeting, but generally came unprepared.  Regulator’s comments were not substantive, they were editorial and format changes.  It was agreed that the DTSC Ecological Risk Assessment Guidance was not an ARAR but would be used as a framework.  EPA agreed to defer to the State of California Guidance because it was easier to follow and it meets the original EPA Guidance.  After submitting 4 drafts and getting ever changing comments the base ultimately had to host a final review comment meeting to force the coordinated review of the work plan.  
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The Ecological Risk Assessment Scoping Workplan has been “conditionally approved” based on incorporation of DTSC editorial comments and the acknowledgement of Navy BTAG TRVs in the references.  The base is considering BTAG as a reference work only.  Work is proceeding.

Impact:  Delay in initiating the Ecological Risk Assessment process is delaying the completion of the RI/FS.  These types of delay could eventually result in base not meeting the Defense Planning (DPG) goals.  The regulatory agencies may be held to the FFA review schedule of 60 days for all future draft workplans and reports.
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