CARSWELL/AIR FORCE PLANT 4

RESTORATION ADVISORY BOARD MEETING

Revised Draft

Summary Minutes of February 20, 2003

Regular Quarterly Meeting

A regular meeting of the Carswell/Air Force Plant 4 Restoration Advisory Board (RAB) was held February 20, 2003 at the Lockheed Martin Recreational Association Ranch House, 3400 Bryant Irvin Road. The RAB meeting began at 6:13 p.m.

Agenda

Welcome/Introductions/Minutes

Westworth Redevelopment Authority Update (Leland Clemons)

Air Force Plant 4 (George Walters)

Project Update 

Carswell Off-base (Charles Pringle)

Project Update

Carswell On-Base (Mike Dodyk)

Project Update

Open Discussion/Questions

Presentation of RAB Certificates of Appreciation

Welcome and Introduction of Attendees

Mr. George Walters filled in for Chairperson Ms. Allison Thompson.  Mr. Walters called the meeting to order and after introductions asked if everyone was in favor of approving the minutes from the previous RAB Meeting.  Everyone agreed to approve the minutes.

Westworth Redevelopment Authority

Mr. Walters introduced Leland Clemons to discuss the Westworth Redevelopment Authority (WRA) activities.  Mr. Clemons stated that the golf course has opened.  The rains during December through February have made the course very wet.  The course has been very well received in the community.

There have been significant amounts of interest in the commercial sites.  Presently, the WRA has been working with a group under a Letter of  Intent to begin a very significant development.  

The renovation of the military houses has been a very stable program.  Approximately 88 former military houses have been renovated and leased to active, retired and reserve military.  Since the program began, over 500 families have leased homes.

Mr. Walters noted that the November RAB meeting was canceled due to the passing of Don Yates, AFCEE RAB coordinator from Wright Patterson AFB.  Mr. Walters stated that Don would be missed.

Air Force Plant 4

Mr. George Walters from Wright Patterson AFB in Dayton, OH stated that he is going to give updates on three projects at Air Force Plant 4.  These projects include: USGS PCB  sediment sampling, Electrical Resistance Heating,  and future plans for projects.

USGS Sediment Sampling, Phase II

Mr. Walters discussed various web sites with information on the history and uses of PCBs.  He also stated that all states have a fish consumption advisory.  Some states distinguish between bottom-dwellers that could possibly have PCBs and other fish.  So to be conservative, the fish consumption advisory is in effect in many states. 

Mr. Walters discussed the sediment sampling conducted by the USGS during the Phase I sampling.  Shallow sediment samples and deep core samples were taken in Lake Worth to test for elevated PCB levels.  Three deep samples were taken and the hottest spot found was 139 microgram per kilogram.  We have obtained funding from USGS to take more samples (Phase II) and do more studying along the inlet.  The bottom line is that 139 micrograms per kilogram is still considered relatively low but they are going back to see if there are any hotter areas of concern.


Building 181, Electrical Resistance Heating

Mr. Walters explained that the historical trichloroethylene (TCE ) contamination occurred at Building 181 prior to 1990, and in 1991 there was a large release from a leaking tank. Mr. Walters described the mechanism of how the TCE has moved through the soil and into the groundwater and bedrock.  He described the complex migration behavior or the contamination and how hard it is to find and treat. Mr. Walters described the remediation technique, Electrical Resistive Heating, presently being employed to treat the contamination.  After successful completion of a small scale (1/2 care) pilot test, a full scale system was installed within Building 181.  Mr. Walters described the difficulty the contractors had installing the electrode within an existing building that is currently being utilized.  Mr. Walters described the heating process where 62 electrodes are utilized to heat up the ground to approximately 72 and 87 degrees Celsius.  The heat causes the TCE to change from liquid to gas where 92 extraction wells remove the vapors from the ground.  The electrodes extend down to approximately 32 feet below ground surface.  The water table is at approximately 28 feet below ground surface.  The system was turned off on December 18th to allow for additional time for heating the deeper soils.  To date the treatment system has removed approximately 800 pounds of TCE. 

The goal was to reduce the TCE concentration in groundwater to 10,000 mg/L.  All but one well still has concentrations above 10,000 mg/L.  Additional samples were collected and a report will be completed within a couple of months.  Mr. Walters stated that he was pretty comfortable that a good job was done on the project.  

Five Year Review

Mr. Walters stated that all super fund sites must conduct a five year review of the remediation activities on the site.  In 1996 Air Force Plant 4 installed a treatment system on the east parking lot and additional treatment system on the base.  The base installed a treatment system in Building 181, and have been conducting long-term monitoring.  The five year review has been completed and recently submitted to EPA.  A copy of the report is available at the library or can be obtained by email.

Carswell Off Base

Mr. Pringle introduced himself from the Air Force Base Conversion Agency.  His primary mission is do the clean-ups of the off base sites including the golf course, the stables, housing, and the Weapons Storage Area and then transfer the land.  Mr. Pringle is responsible for 19 sites, 18 of which are closed.  He has done investigations on the sanitary sewer line and found 12 sites that are considered to be hot spots.  He is currently waiting for the money before doing the clean-up.  Most of the land he is responsible for has already been transferred.  The two area that are left are the golf course and the Weapons Storage Area.

The golf course has a plume running across it and as long as there is a plume there the land won’t be transferred.  Mr. Pringle is thinking about transferring some of the golf course land up to that point.

The Weapons Storage Area is probably going to be closed shortly.  The Finding of Suitability Transfer is currently being reviewed by The Environmental Protection Agency and the Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission, as well as AFBCA.  If everything goes well then the transfer will happen on time.  Mr. Pringle stated that he has had four or five people interested in the site, however one individual that owns the land next door is capable of knocking the igloos down and building a residential site.  Furtherr investigations will be needed in the DoD area.

Carswell On-Base

Mr. Dodyk, the resident engineer at Carswell, was introduced.  He works for AFCEE at Brooks, AFB, but is on-site at Carswell.  To date, the Air Force has received closure on 78 of the 88 sites.  Since the last meeting several sites have been submitted for closure to the TNRCC.  Since the last meeting several sites have been recommended for closure to the TCEQ:  SWMU 50 (wash rack), SWMUs 5, 6, 12, 31, and 61 (waste accumulation areas), SWMU 64 (french drain), and Landfills 2, 6, 7, and 9.

Several rounds of performance monitoring on the newly installed permeable reactive barrier have been completed.  From the results thus far he thinks it is going to work real well.  

Groundwater levels and water quality samples were collected in October for the semi-annual base wide groundwater sampling project.

The groundwater remediation system at the base gas station is currently being installed.  Ten years ago the gas station has underground tanks that leaked.  The fuel is still in the ground and it needs to be cleaned before it goes into the river.

Soil and sediment samples were collected at SWMUs 54 and 55.  These are associated with the base storm water drainage system.

In January, groundwater samples were collected in the north part of the base where there have been transient aircraft have been parked.  The samples were collected for an upcoming remediation demonstration consisting of introducing vegetable oil into to groundwater to provide a carbon source for bioremediation.

Soil samples were collected at a former jet engine test facility.  Additional soil samples were collected within SWMU 21 (former fire training area) and SWMU 49 (former wash rack).

Several document have been submitted to the State for review:  focus feasibility study on the southern lobe of the TCE plume, Site Plan A site assessment (Buildings 1040, 1191, 4115, 1658, and 1750).

Mr. Dodyk presented an animation of the groundwater sampling results from the permeable reactive barrier.

Open Discussion

It was asked if there was a timetable for the vegetable oil injection.  Mr. Dodyk stated that the demonstration project should be started in the spring.

Presentations of certificates were presented to RAB members.

Mr. Olshefski asked when the remediation will be complete.  Mr. Walters stated that the remediation systems will continue to operate for many years.  Additional questions were asked relating to the drainage outfalls from the base.  Mr. Dodyk stated that the investigations indicated that no contamination was coming from the outfalls.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:21 pm.

Next Meeting

The next RAB meeting will be May 8th.  

In Attendance

Carswell DERA (On-Base)

Joe Ebert, HQ AFCEE/ERD

Mike Dodyk, AFCEE, Resident Engineer

Rich Wheeler, Ellis Environmental Group

Rick Levin, Ellis Environmental Group

Mark Webster, Ellis Environmental Group

Miquette Rochford, HydroGeoLogic, Inc.

Lynn Morgan, HydroGeoLogic, Inc.

Greg McGraw, Shaw Group

Audrie Medina, Booz Allen Hamilton

Andrea Linder, Booz Allen Hamilton 

Carswell AFBCA (Off-Base)

Charles C. Pringle, HQAFCEE/ERD

Air Force Plant 4

George Walters, AFP 4 Project Manager, Wright Patterson Air force Base

United States Air Force

Karen Katzenback, USAF

David Rose, USAF

Jim McClain, USAF

Mike Hawkins, AFCEE

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality

Tim Sewell

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Noel Bennett

Robert Sullivan

Lockheed Martin

Elizabeth Rowls

Others (Off-Base)

Leland Clemons, Westworth Redevelopment Authority
W.F. Olshefski, Lake Worth Civic Club

Jim Scanlan, City of Fort Worth Water Department

D.W. Owens, River Oaks

Greg Hendrickson, River Oaks

Clarence Reed, City of Fort Worth

Robert Taylor, City of Fort Worth

Comments regarding the meeting minutes should be sent to:

Mr. Rick Levin

Ellis Environmental Group, LC

414 SW 140th Terrace

Newberry, FL 32669

Phone: (352)-332-3888

Fax: (352)-332-3222

e-mail: Rick.Levin@ellisenv.com
