CARSWELL/AIR FORCE PLANT 4

RESTORATION ADVISORY BOARD MEETING

FINAL

Summary Minutes of August 8, 2002

Regular Quarterly Meeting

A regular meeting of the Carswell/Air Force Plant 4 Restoration Advisory Board (RAB) was held August 8, 2002 at the Westworth Village Council Chamber, 311 Burton Hill Road. The RAB meeting began at 6:00 p.m.

Agenda

Welcome/Introductions/Minutes

Westworth Redevelopment Authority Update (Leland Clemons)

Air Force Plant 4 (George Walters)

Project Update 

Carswell Off-base (Charles Pringle)

Project Update

· Weapons Storage Area FOST

· Sanitary Sewer System

Carswell On-Base (Mike Dodyk)

Project Update

Southern Plume Area Risk Assessment

Open Discusison/Questions

Welcome and Introduction of Attendees

Mr. Don Yates filled in for Chairperson Ms. J'Nell Pate.  Mr. Yates called the meeting to order and asked if everyone was in favor of approving the minutes from the previous RAB Meeting.  Everyone agreed to approve the minutes.

Westworth Redevelopment Authority

Mr. Yates introduced Leland Clemons to discuss the Westworth Redevelopment Authority activities.  Mr. Clemons noted that the reuse properties had probably undergone the most dramatic changes in a comparable 60-90 day period.

The 100 lot residential development, Westworth Park, has gone through a lot of dirt work and cutting of the streets.  Mr. Clemons was very gratified that 29 of the 100 lots have been pre sold.  Of the lots sold most are the larger, more expensive lots.

Mr. Clemons stated that the golf course had been reopened preliminarily.  Because of the dangers of overstressing the course during the summer months rounds of play had to be limited.  He noted that there have been very favorable comments about the course.  He stated that they are close to all they can handle on the weekends and about 75 percent of what they are capable of handling during the weekdays.  He hopes to have the course open full time in September.  Mr. Clemons stated that there was a great management team at the golf course.

A question was posed about any drainage problems on the course.  Mr. Clemons replied that there is one minor problem involving drainage down the fairway at one of the holes, but they are currently trying to resolve who is responsible for fixing the problems.

Mr. Clemons discussed the 50 acre tract next to the site that Lowe’s currently occupies.  The existing contract for the site has terminated.  There are two new interested parties, both are retail developers.  They have two slightly different strategies both involving a grocery store, however they are waiting on formal proposals before deciding.  

Introduction of Captain Paul Payne

On July 13th there was a change of command at Carswell Naval Air Station.  The new commander is Captain Paul Payne.  This is his fourth tour in the Dallas/Fort Worth area.  Captain Payne expressed how happy he is to be in Fort Worth and meet everyone.

Air Force Plant 4

Mr. George Walters from Wright Patterson AFB in Dayton, OH stated that he is going to give updates on three projects at Air Force Plant 4.  These projects include: Electrical Resistance Heating, USGS sediment sampling, and Passive Diffuse Bag Sampling/Long Term Monitoring.


Building 181, Electrical Resistance Heating

Mr. Walters explained that the historical trichloroethylene (TCE ) contamination occurred at Building 181 prior to 1990, and in 1991 there was a large release from a leaking tank. Mr. Walters described the mechanism of how the TCE has moved through the soil and into the groundwater and bedrock.  He described the complex migration behavior or the contamination and how hard it is to find and treat. Mr. Walters described the remediation technique, Electrical Resistive Heating, presently being employed to treat the contamination.  After successful completion of a small scale (1/2 care) pilot test, a full scale system was installed within Building 181.  Mr. Walters described the difficulty the contractors had installing the electrode within an existing building that is currently being utilized.  Mr. Walters described the heating process where 62 electrodes are utilized to heat up the ground to approximately 72 and 87 degrees Celsius.  The heat causes the TCE to change from liquid to gas where 92 extraction wells remove the vapors from the ground.  The electrodes extend down to approximately 32 feet below ground surface.  The water table is at approximately 28 feet below ground surface.  The system has been operating for 12 weeks.  It was originally scheduled to last only 11 weeks.  However, the deeper soils are not heating up enough to treat the lower portion of the contamination.  To date the treatment system has removed approximately 800 pounds of TCE.  The system will be run for an additional 6 weeks to treat the lower source of TCE.

USGS Sediment Sampling, Phase II

Mr. Walters discussed the sediment sampling conducted by the USGS during the Phase I sampling.  Shallow sediment samples and deep core samples were taken in Lake Worth to test for elevated PCB levels.  Three deep samples were taken and the hottest spot found was 139 microgram per kilogram.  We have obtained funding from USGS to take more samples (Phase II) and do more studying along the inlet.  A few years ago some studies were done on fish tissue in the lake.  Some species had elevated PCB levels that caused the Texas Department of Health to advise against eating any fish from the lake.  The bottom line is that 139 micrograms per kilogram is still considered relatively low but they are going back to see if there are any hotter areas of concern.


Passive Diffuse Bag Samplers/Long Term Monitoring

Mr. Walters discusses the long term monitoring that is going on at Carswell.  He talked about the two different was to sample groundwater; conventional pumping (currently being utilized) and Passive Diffuse Bag Sampling (PDBS).  The USGS is conducting a study comparing the two sampling methods.  If it can be demonstrated that the PDBS sampling results compare well with the conventional sampling technique the government may switch to the PDBS.  The PDBS cost less to use than conventional sampling.  Mr. Walters discussed the how the PDBS worked and why the Base is monitoring the concentration in the groundwater.  Data from the laboratory results from the PDBS were presented along with the results of the conventional sampling.  The results were similar but not exact.  The discussion continued about why the values were not exactly the same.

Mr. Walters then discussed the long term monitoring being conducted at the Base.  Long term monitoring allows the Base to track the performance and effectiveness of the remediation systems.  Data is showing that concentrations of contaminants are decreasing over time due to the existing remediation systems.  Mr. Walters discussed the USGS optimization modeling to determine the effectiveness of the existing remediation systems.  By optimizing the systems, remediation costs can be spent where the most benefit is occurring.  The optimization exercise will also help determine where additional remediation systems could be more effective. 

Carswell Off Base

Mr. Pringle introduced himself from the Air Force Base Conversion Agency.  His primary mission is do the clean-ups of the off base sites including the golf course, the stables, housing, and the Weapons Storage Area and then transfer the land.  Mr Pringle is responsible for 19 sites, 18 of which are closed.  He has done investigations on the sanitary sewer line and found 12 sites that are considered to be hot spots.  He is currently waiting for the money before doing the clean-up.  Most of the land he is responsible for has already been transferred.  The two area that are left are the golf course and the Weapons Storage Area.

The golf course has a plume running across it and as long as there is a plume there the land won’t be transferred.  Mr. Pringle is thinking about transferring some of the golf course land up to that point.

The Weapons Storage Area is probably going to be closed in September or shortly there after.  The Finding of Suitability Transfer is currently being reviewed by The Environmental Protection Agency and the Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission, as well as AFBCA.  If everything goes well then the transfer will happen on time.  Mr. Pringle stated that he has had four or five people interested in the site, however one individual that owns the land next door is capable of knocking the igloos down and building a residential site.  

Mr. Pringle stated that he has picked up Landfill 6 to cleanup.  Originally it was supposed to be part of the Naval Air Station, but when they realized you can not build on top of it they turned it over to be transferred.  It is now part of the golf course.

Carswell On-Base

Mr. Dodyk, the resident engineer at Carswell, was introduced.  He works for AFCEE at Brooks, AFB, but is on-site at Carswell.  To date, the Air Force has received closure on 56 of the 88 sites.  Since the last meeting several sites have been submitted for closure to the TNRCC.  

During June, the first round of performance monitoring on the newly installed permeable reactive barrier was completed.  From the results thus far he thinks it is going to work real well.  

The groundwater remediation system at the base gas station is going to be installed in the fall.  Ten years ago the gas station has underground tanks that leaked.  The fuel is still in the ground and it needs to be cleaned before it goes into the river.

After taking soil and groundwater samples hot spots were found at SWMUs 54 and 55 and Landfill 1.  These spots will need to be excavated.  These hot spots will be excavated in October and November.

The base is conducting an ongoing risk assessment to evaluate the risks to humans.

Open Discussion

AllisonThompson, City of White Settlement was nominated and voted to replace J'Nell Pate as the chairperson for the RAB.

Next Meeting

The next RAB meeting will be November 14th.  

In Attendance

Carswell DERA (On-Base)

Don Ficklen, HQ AFCEE/ERD

Mike Dodyk, AFCEE, Resident Engineer

Rich Wheeler, Ellis Environmental Group

Rick Levin, Ellis Environmental Group

Mark Webster, Ellis Environmental Group

Miquette Rochford, HydroGeoLogic, Inc.

Lynn Morgan, HydroGeoLogic, Inc.

Greg McGraw, Shaw Group

Audrie Medina, Booz Allen Hamilton

Robert Myer

Andrea Linder, Booz Allen Hamilton 

Carswell AFBCA (Off-Base)

Charles C. Pringle, HQAFCEE/ERD

Air Force Plant 4

Don Yates, Wright Patterson Air force Base

Sonja. A. Jones, U.S. Geological Survey 

Sachin Shah, U.S. Geological Survey

George Walters, AFP 4 Project Manager, Wright Patterson Air force Base

Melvin Alli, HQ AFCEE

United States Navy

J.D. Davids, USN

Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission

Ray S. Risner

Tim Sewell

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Gary Miller

Ruben Moya

Lockheed Martin

Fred Novak 

Norman Robins

Elizabeth Rowls

Others (Off-Base)

Leland Clemons, Westworth Redevelopment Authority
Ed VonKohn, Westworth Village

W.F. Olshefski, Lake Worth Civic Club

Jim Scanlan, City of Fort Worth Water Department

Ms. Chris Baack, Community Member

D.W. Owens, River Oaks

Greg Hendrickson, River Oaks

Allison Thompson, City of White Settlement

I. Mike Gross, Community Member

Comments regarding the meeting minutes should be sent to:

Mr. Rick Levin

Ellis Environmental Group, LC

414 SW 140th Terrace

Newberry, FL 32669

Phone: (352)-332-3888

Fax: (352)-332-3222

e-mail: Rick.Levin@ellisenv.com
