Affirmative Procurement and You


Most people hear the term “Affirmative Procurement” and immediately think of social hiring programs.  In actuality, Affirmative Procurement (AP) is the government program that promotes the purchase of environmentally preferable products.


In the last 25 years, numerous executive orders and legislation have emphasized the importance of procuring items that are friendly to the environment.  Recently, a new executive order, 13101, brought AP to the forefront.


Effective immediately, all government agencies must purchase environmentally preferable products when the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) identifies them as available in the marketplace.  In order to qualify, the items must be available from at least two sources, must be of adequate quality, and must be available at a reasonable price.  Currently, the EPA has identified over 50 items that meet these qualifications.  A list of these items is available at the following web site:  http://www.epa.gov/cpg/products.htm.


An AP Plan was recently approved for Sheppard Air Force Base (SAFB).  All organizations on SAFB must comply with this plan.  Compliance includes purchasing EPA-identified items with the minimum amounts of recycled and post-consumer materials.  The minimum levels are also available at the aforementioned web site.


The requirements not only apply to contracts accomplished through contracting, but also to all Purchase Card purchases.  For example, all awards and plaques used on SAFB must be purchased with the minimum amounts of recovered and post-consumer material (e.g., glass awards must contain 75% post-consumer material and 100% recovered material).


As a further requirement, all contractors who perform services on SAFB must comply with the requirements.  Any item used for performance of the contract must meet the EPA requirements (e.g., plastic trash bags must contain 10% recovered material).


The 82d Training Wing Commander recently signed a policy letter that clearly delineates the importance of the AP Program and the consequences of failure to comply.  Violations of the AP requirements can result in a letter to supervisors for SAFB personnel, and appropriate consequences for contractors.  In addition, the EPA has presidential consent to randomly inspect bases for compliance.


All Purchase Card cardholders and approving officials will receive training on AP upon appointment to Purchase Card positions.  All personnel submitting AF Forms 9 should familiarize themselves with chapter 4 of the SAFB AP Plan.  Access to the SAFB AP Plan and other AP information is available in the public access folder, or by contacting Lt Teresa Rose in 82 CES or Lt Jens Norgaard in 82 CONS.

