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Greetingsto all natural and cultural resources managers and Happy New Y ear!! Y es another year hasrolled around
and the first month already afaint memory. A lot of changesin the AF occurred in 2002 — Carl Lahser, HQ/AETC
NR Manager retired (or sort of, we still get e-mails from him), the DoD had a very successful Conservation
Conference (Junein Tucson, if you missed it, don't worry — it wasa DRY heat), the USFWS is designating more
and more critical habitats affecting AF installations, and, as always, |ess money to do more conservation work.

A few new initiatives we are working on here at AFCEE/ECS are: guidance on APOM process, better INRMP
tracking and guidance for implementation, guidance for streamlining INRMP and |ICRMP development and
regulator coordination. We are also looking to MAJCOMSs and installations for suggestions.

Asaways, information/stories/photos/lessons |earned/favorite or new websites from installations and MAJCOMs
arewelcome. We here at AFCEE/ESC hope to continue providing current issues and management updates that
benefit your programs and make your jobs easier. Feel freeto pass along suggestions, comments, or articlesto
anyone of us: mary.anderson@Dbrooks.af.mil; julia.cantrell @brooks.af.mil; daniel.friese@brooks.af.mil;
kevin.porteck @brooks.af.mil; or james.wilde@brooks.af.mil.
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Please Plan to Attend the 2003 Air Force Cultural Resources Managers Workshop!
When: Tues and Wed, 8 and 9 April, 2003
Where: Hilton Milwaukee City Center Hotel, Milwaukee, WI. We have reserved a room as part of the 2003, 68th
Annual Meeting of the Society for American Archaeology (SAA), which runs 9-13 April.
AS IN THE PAST, YOU DON'T NEED TO BE A MEMBER OF SAA TO ATTEND THE MEETING, NOR TO
RECEIVE THE SAA RESERVED LODGING RATE AT THE CITY CENTER HILTON HOTEL!
Lodging information: Hilton City Center, 509 West Wisconsin Ave, Milwaukee; Phone 1-414-271-7250 or 1-
800-445-8667 (Hilton reservations): SAA single room rate is $124+tax (Govt rate is $99+tax, but Govt block is
full); Cut off for SAA rate is 12 Mar 2003. Best Western--Inn Towne, 710 North Old World Third St, Milwaukee;
Phone 1-414-224-8400 or 1-877-484-6835. Ramada Inn City Center, 633 West Michigan St. Milwaukee; Phone
1-414-272-8410.

Discussion topics being considered are: American Indian Consultations and lessons learned; State permits or
licenses for AF Contractors; AFI status; the New Cultural Resources AFPAM draft; Range Issues (TCPs, sacred
sites, appropriate levels of effort); ICRMPs (updates, models, directions); Annual Report to Congress on Air
Force Archaeological Activities; Status and Discussion of the ACES-EM Cultural Resources Sub-Module; Status
of Historic Building Inventories, Archaeological Inventories and Evaluations, Cooperative Agreements. We also
encourage base level attendees to consider presenting interesting/relevant program or project results to the
group, for cross feed purposes. A very important part of the workshop will be a short training and discussion of
the APOM process with the goal of improving planning and funding for cultural resources requirements.

Please feel free to contact either Dr. Paul Green, paul.green@langley.af.mil, or Dr. James Wilde,
james.wilde@brooks.af.mil, for more information. Send us your ideas for topics to discuss, presentations, or
other suggestions.

Time Again for the Annual Report to Congress on Federal Archaeological Activities.
Questionnaires, Answer Sheets, and LOOT Forms have be distributed to the MAJCOMs. There are
some minor changes to the format. Suspense date for data submittals to Dr. James Wilde at
AFCEE/ECS is 17 Mar 2003. Electronic responses are encouraged!

For more information on any of these articles. Contract HQ AFCEE/ECS, DSN 240-3808
To E-mail us at AFCEE/ECS use this syntax: firsthame.lastname@brooks.af.mil Check out our webpage:
http://www.afcee.brooks.af.mil/ec/echome.asp
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CRITICAL HABITAT & AF INSTALLATIONS

There has been arecent increase in activity (stimulated in part by court settlements) by the US Fish and Wildlife
Service (FWS) to designate critical habitat (CH) for threatened and endangered species (T&E). The Air Force
has recently experienced at least four proposed CH designations on AF installations. Designation as CH can
potentially impose severe restrictions to operations-related and land management activities. These proposed CH
designations are listed in the Federal Register

( http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/aces/aces140.html#frbrowse). Thereisalways aperiod for public/agency
comment, generally 30-60 days. HQ/USAF has worked with impacted MAJCOMsto ensure AF concerns and
comments on proposed CH arein the official record. FWSis required to consider all comments, including those
submitted by the Air Force, before making afinal decision. HQ/ILEV is drafting and staffing a policy on how to
address CH proposals. Until thispolicy isfinalized, it isrecommended that natural resources personnel:

1. Monitor the Federal register and other appropriate sources for CH proposal s that impact their installation or
MAJCOM (go to: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/aces/aces140.html#frbrowse)

2. Ensure that MAJCOM and AF/ILEV are notified when CH proposals potentially impact AF installations

3. Ensure that installations and/or MAJCOMs are not making CH "deals" with FWS without specific HQ USAF
approval

In addition to advice from the General Counsel’ s office (SAF/GCN), bases and MAJCOM s should make every
effort to staff their draft response comments through channelsto SAF/GCN as early as possible. SAF/IEE, has
indicated that the 23 December 2002 Travis AFB comments on vernal pool critical habitat designation can serve
asamodel for future AF comments on proposed critical habitat designations. AFCEE can provide an electronic
copy of thisletter (for official use) upon request

Advicefrom AFCEE is:. if any base currently has T& E species, they should contact the local FWS Ecological
Services office and talk with the lead species biologist to find out, if (or when), CH will be proposed. Thisisthe
most direct option and goes towards building positive relations with the USFWS. Scan the Federal Register on a
routine basis, the AFCEE/JA web page has linksto the Federal Register

(http://www.af cee.brooks.af.mil/ja/fedlinks.asp) or you can go directly to the Federal Register
(http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/aces/aces140.html ) and do a search for "Fish and Wildlife" (be aware that
some marine mammal issues are posted under NOAA, under the auspices of the National Marine Fisheries
Agency). All proposed CH designations are posted in the Federal Register for public comment. AFCEE is
attempting to stay abreast of the proposed designations, whenever we come across some new proposed action
(designation or listing) wetry and get the widest distribution for those installations (and MAJCOMs) affected.
Likewise, if you become aware of apotential CH designation or listing of species, PLEASE giveusacall or

email so we can support your installation and ILEV in responding to the proposed action. POCs at AFCEE are
Daniel Friese, DSN 240-3823 or Mary Anderson, DSN 240-3808. Commercid is(210) 536-XXXX.

For more information on any of these articles. Contract HQ AFCEE/ECS, DSN 240-3808
To E-mail us at AFCEE/ECS use this syntax: firsthame.lastname@brooks.af.mil Check out our webpage:
http://www.afcee.brooks.af.mil/ec/echome.asp
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POM and the Natural Resour ces Program M anager
Itisvery simple—you have asigned, sealed, coordinated, and approved INRMP with specific, measurable goals and
objectives and you have input afunding request (POM) into the Automated Civil Engineer System — Program
Management (ACES-PM) database; you should receive those funds. Inreality, it isnot that simple, and as
conservation program managers you need to understand how this process works. Here are some suggestions.

The ACES-PM database should indicate which INRMP implementation projectsare Level O or Level 1inthe‘Level’
field. To completethe INRMP connection, input additional information in the following ACES-PM fields:

Statutory Authority. Indicate that the project will be implemented under the statutory authority of the Sikes
Act (SA). Although ‘SA’ isnot currently availablein the database field pick list, HQ USAFILEVA
assures us that the option will be available in the next ACES-PM update.
Pollutant Category. Utilize one of the following Pollutant Categories that best describes the nature of the
requirement:

0 ENDG- Endangered Species Surveys
ESTU — Estuaries
NATR — Natural Resources Management
NRMP — Integrated Natural Resources Management Plans
TRNG - Training
WLND — Wetlands
MITM — Mitigation Measures
Project Description. In addition to briefly describing the project, reference the specific INRMP goal and
objective supported by the project.
Project Justification. For Level 0 or Level 1 requirements, provide justification that, without
implementation of the project, the goals and objectives of the INRMP cannot be achieved.

O OO0 O

o

In summary, to justify “INRMP implementation” as a“must fund” requirement, there must be a clear link to the
INRMP and the specific goal/objective supported. We will be drafting guidance for this process and it will be posted
on our webpage and announced in upcoming Conservation Crossfeed. For now, please direct questions or
comments:

Mary Anderson, DSN 240-3808, mary.anderson@brooks.af.mil

Kevin Porteck, DSN 240-5631, kevin.porteck@brooks.af.mil

Dan Friese, DSN 240-3823, dani€l.friese@brooks.af.mil

UPCOMING EVENTS

2003
Mar 10-14 AF Environmental Symposium. Nashville, TN. More information at: www.esympo.com/

Mar 23-28. NMFWA. Winston-Salem, NC. Registration information is on NMFWA.org

Apr 89. AF Cultural Resources Managers Workshop. Milwaukee WI, in conjunction with 68th Annual
Meeting of the Society for American Archaeology (SAA), 9-13 April.

Jun 8-13. Society of Wetlands Scientists. New Orleans LA. Information: www.sws.org/neworleans/

For more information on any of these articles. Contract HQ AFCEE/ECS, DSN 240-3808
To E-mail us at AFCEE/ECS use this syntax: firsthame.lastname@brooks.af.mil Check out our webpage:
http://www.afcee.brooks.af.mil/ec/echome.asp



